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nineteenth century silverpoint ship drawing and a Douglas 
Pratt drawing which it is hoped to sell for fundraising. Our 
book binder Barry rebound a lot of our irreplaceable books 
giving them a new lease of life.   

In addition to on the job training and producing procedural 
manuals to assist with many of our roles, we continued 
our staff development by obtaining a week long placement 
from our curator Ken Brown at the Australian Museum 
in Sydney in October.  The Museum arranged a quite 
comprehensive programme for Ken in conservation and care 
of artefacts which he has put to good use in our Museum.  
The Fellowship, Mentorship and Placement Program is a 
Create NSW devolved funding programme administered by 
Museums & Galleries of NSW through annual Small Grants 
funding of $300,000.

Our publishing programme produced four Journals during 
the year and we also published The Macleay Valley: A 
collection of early historical studies by Dr Noeline Kyle and 
Dianne Nolan.  This book, financed by a Royal Australian 
Historical Society Cultural Heritage Grant, has sold well and 
is an ideal companion volume to Marie Neil’s Valley of the 
Macleay.

The 2019 Calendar themed Migration Heritage was a great 
success and all copies sold out just before the end of the 
year.  A big thank you to Garry Munday for the concept, 
organisation and distribution of copies for sale, and to 
Richard and Tom for assisting with photographs. I should 
also mention Gary Marshall without whose assistance in 
design and layout, we would not be able to carry out such a 
successful publishing programme.

Phil Lee
18 March 2019

Photography Annual Report

For the calendar year 2018 we received 161 research 
requests, the highest number since we started our Research 
Records database at the beginning of 2015.  The revenue to 
the Society from research during was $2,200.  Whilst we 
only charge $25 to $30 for most requests in line with other 
Societies, many people still decline to pay.  To provide the 
service we need to keep investing in our library, and there 
are other costs of scanning and printing as well as electricity 
and rental costs which the whole Society has to bear.  We 
have a lower rate for members for research, making it more 
worthwhile for people to join our Society.

We welcomed new volunteers Dianne McDonald and Geoff 
during the year.  Dianne McDonald started up our Oral 
History Project with many visits to local Nursing Homes 
whilst Geoff has brought his real estate skills to bear on 
research on homes and properties. 

Carol has continued working on the Dulcie Bowden 
collection while Therese is organising the Rudder files.  Both 
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of these tasks are difficult and time consuming and Carol and 
Therese are to be commended for their efforts.

A big thank you to all our other volunteers who contributed 
to research to make this a very successful year.

Phil Lee
For Research Manager

Our photographic exhibition commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of Beersheeba continued on until early 2018.  
David Rowe and his collection of photographs taken in the 
desert on that day, just an amazing record from the camera of 
a boy from the Macleay.

Following concerns over our data base, we engaged a 
consultant to overhaul our Photography database of over 
60,000 entries. A new iMac has been installed as the 
consultant suggested computer performance issues were part 
of the problem.  The database was corrupted, however most 
records have been saved and missing ones will be restored 
over time.

At long last and after many years, we were on the last few 
boxes of glass negatives.  To date I have now numbered 
32,544 Angus McNeil images although they have not yet 
been catalogued.

And here we are, 32,544 glass negatives later thanks solely 
to Debbie,  She has cleaned, scanned and bagged every one 
of them, with the same enthusiasm that has lasted all those 
years, thanks Deb.

And when you look at a print from the glass negative 
collection of Angus McNeil, think of how it got here and 
how it came to be so that you could enjoy it all these years 
later.

Quite a story you will agree.

Judy Waters
(edited Phil Lee 18 March 2019)

Museum Report

President’s Report

We have had some response to issues raised with 
Kempsey Shire Council at our December meeting 
although there is still a long way to go with these.  For 
our part, we have sent them a copy of our plan to clear 
our rental debt by the end of 2019 as passed at our last 
Meeting. There has been no progress with the safer 
southbound turning lane into South Kempsey Park. This 
is a serious safety issue and I encourage volunteers and 
visitors to report any incidents including near misses 
using our Incident Register. 

I have had a meeting with Nortech and following a 
comprehensive risk assessment of our facility we are 
now eligible to accept volunteers under the Work for the 
Dole Programme. We can have up to three volunteers 
under the programme and will be paid six-monthly for 
out of pocket expenses. Once again we need to put out 
the call for more volunteers, we have not attracted any 
new volunteers so far this year and will probably lose 
one or two this year as people’s situations change.

As I mentioned above, we now have an Incident 
Register which is a requirement of our hosting work 
for the dole volunteers.  Forms needed to be completed 
for each incident or near miss, and blank forms are 
at the front desk and also with the First Aid Kit.  The 
forms are confidential when completed and are stored 
in the register which is kept in the locked cupboard in 
the office.

Recent donations included an iron cot and cradle from 
Kempsey District Hospital and it is hoped to have a 
display of Hospital artefacts soon, maybe if there is a 
suitable anniversary.

Gary has prepared some suitable certificates for the 
awards for reward and recognition however I am having 
trouble working out people’s starting dates.  If you can 
help please let me know, I have created a database for 
volunteers they can be entered in.

On 15 April, we had our most successful open day yet 
thanks to Lee Hoinville and her enthusiastic volunteers.  
Themed “Dinosaur Morning” and helped along by 
advertising on social media, the event attracted over 
100 children and parents.  The South Kempsey Park 
was filled with cars with people calling in just to see 
what all the fuss was.  Our next open day with a nautical 
theme will be in September.

We have reached agreement with the Macleay Argus 
to publish an historical article each fortnight with our 
first story on local Prisoner-of-war, Neville Cavanagh, 
being published on 23 April.  Many people have 
expressed their concern at the discontinuance of our 
historical photographs in the “Way We Were” segment 
and hopefully these articles will go some way to make 
up for this.

Phil Lee

 I have ordered the scanning software for our Canon machine 
and this has now been installed.

I have set up a selection of recently donated artefacts. As it 

From late February we received nine requests for research.
Family names included: Avery, Ritchie, Baker, Hickson, 
Elizabeth Mackay (of Allandale), Martha Walsh Smith, Gray 
and Priddle.

Topics included: sand mining at Crescent Head and a Kidney  
Health Study at Kempsey in 2002 involving Westmead 
Children’s Hospital.

A location enquiry request was received for Netherby House 
in Little Rudder Street which was made somewhat easier 
by us having earlier researched nearby Brindabella.  The 
property was brought by Hamilton George Elrington in 1911 
although the current building was not completed until 1922, 
the family living in an existing house closer to the bridge 
until then. The name Netherby came from the Adelaide 
suburb where H G’s wife was born.

We also researched the old location Bell’s Yard(s) which 
figured prominently in the Ramsay family history and found 
it was the old Sutherland property at Deep Creek.

Carol, Dianne McDonald and Phil attended the Connecting 
Culture: Tracing Ancestors workshop held recently at 
Kempsey Library recently by the Indigenous Services unit 
of the State Library of New South Wales.  The workshop 
was very informative and we discovered more about the 
extensive resources on Aboriginal history held at the State 
Library.  The session was enlivened by a series of research 
activities at which our little group, joined by an elder, 
Graham, excelled.

The day before on 6 March, Carol and Dianne represented 
our Society at the “Her Story/Many Stories” presentation 
by the Port Macquarie Historical Society.  The session 
demonstrated how to reconstruct family history or other 
significant historical stories by the structured examination of 
objects.  Dianne’s report is attached.

Dianne and Carol are also booked in for the second stage 
of Threads and Yarns (textile Conservation) which begins in 
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may take some time for artefacts to appear in our themed 
displays, it is good to be able to display these for a short time 
soon after donation.

We have asked for a quote from a local supplier for a new 
Aboriginal display cabinet but due to the delay we may miss 
out on the current round of grants. 

Carol Smallman is looking at the possibility of holding 
sausage sizzles for fundraising during the year at Bunnings 
and Woolworths on a weekend.  If you can assist, or have any 
other ideas for fundraising please let Carol or myself know.

Phil Lee
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New Additions to our Library

Port Macquarie in June.  If anyone else would like to join 
them please let me know. 
 
Phil Lee for MRHS Research Manager
18 March 2019
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 Museum open
10.00am to 4.00pm daily except 
Christmas Day and Good Friday

Finished Art
Gary Marshall

Adams-Smith Folklore of the Australian  
 Railwaymen
Adrian, Colin Fighting Fire: 1884-1984 A Century  
 of Service (Thomas Nance)
Berndt, Catherine 
and Ronald   Pioneers and Settlers
Briar, Tibby My Story 
Bromby, Robin The Farming of Australia
Broome, Richard Aboriginal Australians
Butcher, Cliff Gabriel of Gundagai
Carron, L T A History of Forestry in Australia  
 (eBook)
Clarke, Beatrice A collection of sacred poems and  
 writings
Clarke, Beatrice Love of Country
Clarke, Beatrice My Love Ones, My Memories and  
 Me
Clarke, Beatrice One Day at a Tim e
Fairfax, John Historic Roads round Sydney 
Guilford, Elizabeth (ed) Journal of Hunter Valley History  
  Vol.2 No.2
Hainsworth, D R The Sydney traders
Hannah, Helen  Together in this Jungle Scrub 
(Comboyne    history)
Hirst, J B Convict society and its enemies
Hodge, Brian,  Valleys of Gold
Hough, Richard Captain James Cook
Keast, Neil W Visiting the Grandparents
Lathy, Thomas Pike Memoirs of the Court of Louis   
 XIV - Volume I (published 1819)
Lathy, Thomas Pike Memoirs of the Court of Louis   
 XIV - Volume III (published  1819)
MacDonald, Steve (ed)  Up the Coast. Poems and Short  
  Stories from Early Morning  
  ABC Listeners
MacSuibhne, Brendean The End of Outrage
Martin, David The Changing Face of Port   
Macquarie
Meredith, Peter From the Tablelands to the Sea 
(Article in Australian Geographic  January-February 2019)
Moyal, Anne A Bright and Savage Land: Scientists  
 in Colonial Australia
Reynolds, Henry The Other Side o f the Frontier
Strahan, Ronald Rare and Curious Specimens: An  
 Illustrated History of the Australian  
 Museum (1827-1979)
Tickle, Rob John Oxley; A New Perspective
Vaughan, W E  Landlords and Tenants in Ireland  
 1848-1904
Verge, Will Graves John Verge 
Washington, Judy Bedfordshire to Bellingen   
 (Washington Family History)
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Welcome to another year at the Macleay River Historical 
Society.  With Kempsey Shire Council organising cleaning 
of the louvres and windows, in addition to new guttering 
and lighting, the Museum is looking really good after some 
years.

A major acquisition during the year was a Viewscan 
Microfilm reader, courtesy of generous donations from the 
Kempsey Centenary of Rail committee and Kempsey West 
Rotary.  Following our last General Meeting we had as our 
guests around twenty-five Rotary members who toured the 
Museum and had a display of the Microfilm reader and how 
it would benefit the Museum and the wider community.  
Thanks to Garry and Sue for organising the event and also to 
Val, Yvonne, Ruth and Louise for staying back quite late in 
organising beverages and desserts.  

We continued our community engagement by mounting a 
photographic display in conjunction with a Community Flood 
Awareness W orkshop held by SES at Smithtown in March 
and also assisted them by providing the photographs used in 
the design for the new flood marker in the Clyde Street Mall 
during July.  We used our new Viewscan Microfilm reader to 
produce the large scale photographs of previous floods used 
by INDO the Artist.

I gave a presentation to the Port Macquarie and Districts 
Family History Society on the Angus McNeil collection 
while Garry Munday presented to the Port Macquarie U3A 
History Group on the subject of shipping.    

Dianne McDonald, Carol Smallman, Dianne Nolan and 
myself attended the 2018 Royal Australian Historical Society 
conference in Port Macquarie where we set up a trading table 
for books and 2019 Calendars.  We were fairly successful, 
especially with Calendar sales.  Dianne Nolan was awarded 
an RAHS Certificate of Achievement for her work in leading 
the MRHS Research team, which was richly deserved. 

The inaugural Billie Crawford Memorial Lecture was held 
on 24 May at the Slim Dusty Centre.  Following feedback 
from some attendees it may be appropriate to hold a 
remembrance of Billie in some alternative format in future, 
such as a morning tea, and this will be the subject of further 
discussion during this year.
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We also replaced our main Photography computer with a new 
model which it is hoped will help with the reorganisation of 
the photography database. 

Our Student Volunteer programme was in full swing again 
during the school holidays with volunteers digitising rare 
books, cataloguing and labelling artefacts and filing.

Once again, Lee Hoinville and her team of enthusiastic 
volunteers organised a number of successful days with our 
Education Programme.

During the year we said goodbye to Dr Noeline Kyle who 
is leaving the District, and to Judy Waters who is retiring 
after many years of dedicated service to our Photographic 
collection.  We thank them both for their enormous 
contribution and wish them well in the future.

Earlier in the year, Noeline was awarded an Order of Australia 
for her significant service to history and higher education.

Many thanks to all our volunteers for their outstanding 
services during the year and to our members for helping us 
to preserve and spread our local history.

Phil Lee
19 March 2019

During the year, we finally had new box guttering installed to 
remedy the long standing problem of leaks in the central part 
of the display area. The lighting system needs full replacement 
with parts for it now unobtainable but the addition of several 
LED panels have made some improvement and will lessen 
our power bill somewhat.  We need to look at solar power 
and hope to begin negotiations soon with Council about this. 

Exhibitions during the year were Migration Heritage (a 
photographic exhibition) and antique dolls. We had repairs 
done to some dolls and Colin catalogued and researched the 
collection.  

We had restoration work carried out by a paper conservator, 
Anne Kennett, on a photograph of Ann Johnston and daughter 
Lillis (funded by the estate of the late Marie Hickson), a 


